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Bambusa cacharensis Majumdar
Brandis (1906) reported that "betua" 

(treated under B. polymorpha, but presently 
confirmed as B. cacharensis) flowered in Sylhet in 
December 1889. In March 1984 it flowered again in 
Sylhet. The interval between these two flowering 
phases is about 94 years. An in termediate 
flowering cycle might have been missed. 
Speculating an intermediate flowering, the cycle 
may be estimated as 45 + 5 years (Table 1).

flowering periodicity of bamboos from this region 
it may be estimated that flowering cycle of B. 
burmanica is 45 + 5 years.

The first flowering record for B. burmanica • 
is 1890. Then the recurrences of its flowering in 
northeast India and Bangladesh were reported 
between 1983-89 (Table 1). The interval between 
these two flowering periods ranges from 94 to 100 
years. The flowering cycle for most of the bamboo 
species from Myanmar and northeast India is 45 
years (Gadgil and Prasad 1984, Campbell 1985). It 
seems that this species might had flowered during 
1930s which had been missed. Considering the

Bambusa jaintiana Majumdar
The first flowering record for B. jaintiana 

from Chen Hills, Burma (Myanmar) is 1903. It was 
also collected in flowering condition from North 
Cachar Hills, India in 1915 (Table 1). Recently it 
has been collected in flowering condition from 
Bangladesh between 1978 - 86. The interval 
between these flowering phases ranges from 63 to 
83 years. Speculating an intermediate flowering, 
the cycle is estimated as 35 + 5 years (Table 1).

The exact flowering cycles (from seed to 
seed) of bamboos are known for few species. Most 
of the past reports on bamboo flowering cycles are 
based on speculation and estimation (Hasan 1973, 
Banik 1991). The flowering cycles for many 
species of bamboo from India, Bangladesh and 
Myanmar were reported (Cavendish 1905, 
Blatter 1930, Bor 1941, Hasan 1973, Bahadur 1980, 
Naithani 1990, Banik 1991, Alam 1995). This paper 
presents the estima ted flowering cycles of Bambusa 
burmanica Gamble, B. cacharensis Majumdar and 
B. jaintiana Majumdar based on past records and 
recent flowering (Table 1).



ReferencesLocalitySpecies

Gamble (1896)45 ±51890Bnmbusa burmaniai

Biswas (1993)August 1986

Biswas (1993)November 1988

April 1983

April 1986

BFRI Hb. No. M. K. Alam 6257May 1989

December 1889Bnmbusn cnchnrensis Sylhet 45 ± 5

Sylhet March 1984

Bnmbusn jnintinun 1903 35 ±5 Majumdar (1989)

Majumdar (1989)1915

July 1978

February 1982

April 1986
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Table 1. Flowering dates of Bninbusn bnrnianica, B. cacharensis and B. jnintiana with localities and 
estimated flowering cycles.

Chittagong, 
Bangladesh

Chittagong and 
Chittagong Hill 
Tracts, Bangladesh

Chen Hills, 
Burma

North Cachar
Hills, India

Katha district, 
Burma 
(Myanmar)

North Cachar
Hills, India

Flowering 
month, year

Estimated 
flowering 
cycle (yrs)

BFRI Hb. No. M. K. Alam 
5585

BFRI Hb. No. M. K. Alam 
3/3

Bangladesh Forest Research 
Institute, Chittagong (BFRI) 
Herbarium collection number, 
M. K. Alam 4603;

Brandis (1906) (treated under 
B. poh/morhn by local name 
’Betua’)

Gazipur, 
Bangladesh

BFRI Hb. No. M. K. Alam 
5618;

BFRI Hb. No. M. K. Alam
4238

BFRI Hb. No. M. K. Alam 
5019.
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