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Bran chiefs, petioles scurfy; underside 

of the leaves densely tomentose; leaves 

broadly ovate P. lanuginosa

OCCURRENCE OF
PAEDERIA LANUGINOSA WALL. (RUBIACEAE) 

LN BANGLADESH

Bangladesh specimens are given below :

Key to the species of Paederia from 
Bangladesh

All parts quite glabrous; leaves ovate- 
oblong. acuminate P. foetida

Paederia Linn. (Rubiaceae), a genus 
of climbing shrub, is distributed in the 
tropics and represented by about 50 
species (Airy-Shaw 1973). Hooker (1881), 
Prain (1903) and Heinig (1925) reported 
only P. foetida Linn, from Bangladesh. 
During a recent collection trip a specimen 
of Paederia was collected from Ruma, 
Banderban. While examining the 
specimens of Paederia, this member of 
Paederia did not match with P. foetida. 
The specimen was identified as 
P. lanuginosa Wall, and compared with 
the original protologue of Wallich (1831). 
The specimens at Bangladesh National 
Herbarium, Dhaka (DACB), were also 
examined. This species was earlier 
reported to occur in Burma (Wallich 1831, 
Kurz 1877 and Hooker 1881). But there is 
no report of the occurrence of this species 
from Bangladesh in any of the floristic 
works consulted, viz. Hooker (1881), Prain 
<1903), Brandis (1906). Heinig (1925), 
Raizada (1941), and Khan and Banu 
■1972).

Paederia lanuginosa Wall., PL As. 
Rar. 2 : 52, t. 165 (1831). Kurz, For. Fl. 
Brit. Burma, 2 ; 76 (1877); Hook, f, Fl. Brit 
Ind. 3 : 196 (1881); Brandis, Ind. Trees : 
391 (1906). (Fig. 1).

A large tunning shrub : stem thick, 
more or less scurfy tomentose or 
pubescent. Leaves simple, opposite, 8-15 x 
7-14 cm, broadly ovate, cordate, 
acuminate, entire, scaberulous above, 
woolly beneath with soft grey scrufy 
tomentums; lateral veins 8—10 on either 
half; long petioled, petiole 5-10 cm long, 
scurfy tomentose oj- pubescent. 
Inflorascence elongated axillary panicles 
upto 25 cm long with opposite short 
flowering branches (about 1.0 cm long), 
flowers in congested heads, scurfy

Now, two species of Paederia
P. foetida and P. lanuginosa are 

ascertained to occur in Bangladesh. An 
identification key to the two species and 
description of P. lanuginosa based on
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Paederia lanuginosa (a) habit 
sketch; (b) fruits; (c) pyrene

Distribution : All over Myanmar to 
Chittagong of Bangladesh.

Uses : Leaf poultice is reported to be 
used in boils by Marina tribe in 
Banderban district.

P. foctida is called ghondhabhadali in 
Bengali. Like P. foetida the leaves of 
P. lanuginosa do not possess foetid smell.

Specimen examined : Banderban 
district : Chirnbuk 2.8.1989, D. K. Das 
64 09; Ruma, 7.9.1987, M. K. Alam EB 20 
(Bangladesh Forest Research Institute 
Herbarium, Chittagong), Ruma—on the 
way to Eden Para, 29.10.1981, Khan, Huq, 
Rahman and Mia K 6806 (DACB).

J] Khan, M. S. and Banu, F. 1972. A 
taxonomic report on the 
angiospermic flora of Chittagong 
Hill Tracts—2. Jour. Asia. Soc. 
Bangladesh, 17(2) : 59-88

Chittagong district : Chunati, 
27.12.1988, Khan, Mia, Alam, Yusof. K 
7969 - fruits only (Bangladesh Forest 
Research Institute, Herbarium, 
Chittagong).

tomentose o?’ pubescent. Floivers 
hermaphrodite, regular, bracteate, 
sessile to sub-sessile; bracts subulate, 
about 0.2 mm long; calyx tawny or villous, 
tube short, teeth about 0. J mm long, erect: 
corolla pink, tube upto 15 mm long, 
villous outside, sparingly hairy inside: 
stamens 5, sub-sessile in the corolla tube, 
filament about 1.5 mm, anther about 4 
mm, linear-oblong, obtuse: ovary 2-cellcd, 
stigms 2, capillary, twisted. Fruit an 
ellipsoidal capsule, about 1.5 x 1.0 cm, 
crowned with erect calyx teeth, girding 
the base of conical disc, epicarp shining, 
pubcrulent, crustaceous; separating from 
two oblong, compressed black pyrenes 
with pale wings. Floiceri ng, July— 
September; fruiting: September—October.

Ecology : In the dry scrub forests.
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