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DISTRIBUTION AND POPULATION STATUS OF 
SOME MAMMALS IN BANGLADESH

N. A. Siddiqui
M. Faizuddin

The paper deals with the status and distribution of 21 species 
of mammals covering 8 families, namely, Cervidae, Felidae, Suidae, 
Bovidae, Elephantidae, Lorisidae,

A good number of mammalian species 
like Wild Buffalo {Bubalus bubalis), Black 
Buck {Antilope cervicaprd), Gaur {Bos 
gaurus}, Hog Deer {Axis porcinus}, Swamp 
Deer {Cervus duvauceli), Clouded Leopard 
{Neofelis nebulosa) and all the three Asiatic 
species of Rhinoceros have disappeared 
from Bangladesh for ever. Husain (1974) 
claimed that the country had lost about 8 
percent of the mammalian species during the 
last 100 years or so. The position is even 
worse if the population size is taken into 
consideration. Khan ( 1980) estimated 
only 150 elephant heads in Bangladesh

The forests of Cox’s Bazar, Chittagong, 
Chittagong Hill Tracts, Sylhet, Mymensingh 
and the Sundarbans were visited. Data 
were collected by direct spotting, by 
indices (foot print, call, droppings, damage, 
etc.) and by information received from the 
local people and forest staff. Their distribution 
and status are given in Table 1.

INTRODUCTION
Bangladesh is blessed with 119 species 

of mammals (Khan 1982). The abundance 
of such a large number of species in a 
small territory has been possible because 
of a diversified flora, a characteristic of 
tropical forests. However, the existing 
mammalian population indicates a distinctly 
deteriorating trend during the past 
several decades. No systematic survey of 
mammals has ever been carried out for the 
area now under the territories of Bangladesh. 
It is, therefore, difficult to quantify the 
magnitude of loss. Our knowledge is 
limited to some old records made by 
Blanford (1888) and Pocock 1939, 1941) and 
some recent works (Choudhury 1969, 
Mountfort 1969, Husain 1974, Khan 1982). 
None of these records is complete and 
uptodate and, therefore, further studies are 
needed in this direction. A reconnaissance 
survey was made during 1978 and 1979 to 
assess the status and distribution of some 
mammals of Bangladesh. This paper 
discussess the status and distribution of 21 
species covering 8 families.
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which is likely to decrease due to 
destruction of habitat and migration. For 
instance, there are ten species of primates 
(Khan 1982), but the population size of 
primates according to Green (1978) was 
only about one lakh forty thousand heads. 
The forest areas of Bangladesh are steadily 
shrinking resulting in the reduction of 
wildlife fauna as habitat determines the 
species composition and population size.


